4 December 2002
Minister of Mäori Affairs
NGA KURA PAERANGI
Purpose
This paper raises some of the issues currently affecting Mäori Boarding schools (Kura Mäori).
Background
On the 19-22nd October 2002 Paerangi Ltd organised six delegates from each Kura Mäori to attend a Leadership Forum.  The purpose of the forum was to provide students with a platform to raise and discuss issues facing rangatahi in Kura Mäori.  
Many issues were discussed and students have prioritised the following four issues for your consideration:
         Positive image for Kura Mäori;
         Quality Teachers;
         Mäori Boarding School Scholarships;
         Health and Safety.
Positive Image for Kura Mäori
1.      Traditionally Kura Mäori have been held in high regard as prestigious educational institutions.  This prestigious image has been tarnished by the negative media portrayal of Kura Mäori by focussing on the prevalence of bullying, drug-consumption, suicide, and low-achievement rates within the Kura.
2.      The negative portrayal by media has had an adverse affect on the development of future Mäori leaders emerging from Kura Mäori.  There is a need to reverse this negative perception and re-establish Kura Mäori as prestigious educational institutions.
3.      The recommended approach is that an advertising strategy be developed to promote the positive and unique aspects of Kura Mäori, which include the whänau environment, "home away from home" and tikanga.  From past experience promotional kapa haka tours have raised the awareness in rural communities of the type of learning Mäori Boarding schools can offer.
4.      It is intended that the advertising strategy have maximum impact by using popular mediums such as televison (advertising in primetime slots), radio and billboards.  
Quality Teachers
5.      Education is an essential tool in all Kura Mäori for the development of Mäori leaders.  Mäori students need a range of opportunities and subject areas that allow them maximum choice.  There is a perception amongst some students that curriculum choices within Kura Mäori are limited.  All Kura Mäori have introduced correspondence learning as a way to provide more options for study, however, students feel the best way to learn is to have a teacher in the classroom.
6.      The current statistics for academic achievement regarding Kura Mäori are not accurate because achievement levels are registered with the correspondence school and not Kura Mäori.  If we had our own teachers teaching us then the statistics for academic achievement would be more accurate and show an improvement.
7.      We would like to see teachers with more diverse qualifications working at Kura Mäori.  For example, a teacher who is qualified to teach up to 5th form science as well as 6th and 7th form physics, chemistry, and biology.  Employing more diversely qualified teachers increases the choices available for tauira to learn in the classroom.  However, the level of diversity needs to be managed to ensure teachers are not overworked. 
8.      There is a need to balance teachers qualifications with class schedules to avoid conflicts so students have access to a wide variety of subjects.  It would defeat the purpose of having diversely qualified teachers available if subject times are limited.
9.      We recommend that officials from the Ministry of Education and Te Puni Kökiri discuss the issues of providing Kura Mäori with quality teachers.
Mäori Boarding School Scholarships
10.  The Mäpihi Pounamu scholarship is assessed using two categories:
         Category A:  Exposed to on-going risk
         Category B:  Isolated and low-income
11.  There is a perception amongst some students that a number of the recipients of the Mäpihi Pounamu have disrupted the learning environment due to their reluctance to be at the school.
12.  We recommend that the current scholarship criteria be amended to include Mäori students who have a willingness to further themselves through a Kura Mäori environment.  This should address the issue of Kura Mäori being used as a 'dumping ground' for at-risk students who do not want to be there.
13.  There are no specific scholarships currently available for high achieving Mäori students who wish to attend Kura Mäori.  In comparison there are scholarships available for students to attend mainstream boarding schools.  Consequently, this has created a disparity between mainstream boarding schools and Kura Mäori.
14.  It is recommended that Te Puni Kökiri and the Ministry of Education explore options to create a scholarship for high achieving Mäori students wishing to attend Kura Mäori.
Health and Safety Issues
15.  There is a perception amongst some students that the standard of hostel facilities at some Kura Mäori is below a suitable standard.  It is also acknowledged that the various Trust Boards at each Kura are responsible for the standard of hostel facilities and may not be an issue that can easily be resolved by Government.  However, we recommend an officer of OSH prepare a report on the current hostel environment for each Kura Mäori.  
16.  This report will provide an accurate assessment of the current standard of hostel facilities at each Kura and help identify areas for improvement.  This report should provide the basis for Trust Boards to make decisions regarding the improvement of hostel facilities in the future.  
Recommendations
 
It is recommended that you:
1.       direct Te Puni Kökiri officials to work with Paerangi Ltd to identify and access funds for an advertising strategy for Kura Mäori; and
2.      direct Te Puni Kökiri officials to work with officials from the Ministry of Education and discuss the issues of providing Kura Mäori with quality teachers; and
3.      agree to support an amendment to the Mäpihi Pounamu Scholarship criteria to include Mäori students who have a willingness to further themselves through a Kura Mäori environment; and
4.      agree to meet with the Minister of Education to discuss implementing the proposed amendment to the Mäpihi Pounamu Scholarship criteria; and
5.      direct officials from Te Puni Kökiri and the Ministry of Education to explore funding options to create a scholarship for high achieving Mäori students wishing to attend Kura Mäori; and
6.      agree to initiate a full OSH report of the standards of hostel facilities at each Kura Mäori.
 
Paerangi Students, 

December 2002
